INCUMBERED ESTATES (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 25 July 1850;— for. 



COPY 1 of any Observations of the Commissioners upon the Subject 
of their Distribution of the Fanils arising from the Sale of Incumbered 
Estates in Ireland, and the Transfer of any Part thereof into the Court 
of Chancery.” 



AS to the transfer of 
thus : — 



money into the Court of Chancery, the matter stands 



41st section of their Act the Commissioners have power, whenever 
they think fit, to order any money to be paid into a Court of Equity in anv suit 
or matter there pending. ^ J y 



But as the Accountant-general of the Court of Chancery cannot receive any 
money without the Order of that Court, the Commissioners recommend that a 
general Rule of the Court of Chancery should be made to enable them to lodge 
money m the Court of Chancery without the expense of a separate Order in 
each case. The Chancellor agreed to this suggestion ; but the Master of the 
Rolls (without whose consent no general Order of the Court of Chancery is 
made) refused his consent, apprehending that the Commissioners would lodge so 
much money in the Court of Chancery as to load the Masters and other officers 
there with more business than they could perform. 



But, m fact, the practice of the Commissioners is not to lodge money in the 
Court of Chancery in any case in which it can be avoided. They have sold more 
than half a million’s worth of property, and of that sum they hope to distribute 
the entire in their Court, with the exception of about 25,000 /., or 5 per cent, on 
the whole, vvhich they may possibly have occasion to transfer to the Court of 
Chancery. About 100,000/. has been already distributed; only two sums have 
been lodged as yet in the Court of Chancery ; one in the case of W. R. Munce 
where the rights of the parties had been so much affected by the proceedings 
already had in the Court of Chancery, that it appeared more convenient to have 
the money, about 5,200/., distributed there. The other case was a sum of 
4,230 /. which the Commissioners were about to pay to an executor ; but a Bill 
was filed, in the case of Irvine v. Dorey, to have the accounts of that executor 
taken ; and by the executor’s consent, on a suggestion made bythe Master of the 
Rolls, without any requisition bythe Commissioners, the money, instead of bein«- 
paid to the executor, was ordered to be lodged to the credit of the cause in which 
he was a defendant, and in which (if he had received the money himself) he could 
have been compelled to lodge it. The Commissioners hope, without any assistance 
from any other Court, to distribute 200,000/. before vacation, and 200 000/ 
more m the month of October. There is no part of their practice which’ gives 
the public such satisfaction as the readiness with which payments are made when 
the rights of the parties are correctly ascertained. 



Incumbered Estates Commission,' 
17 July 1850. 



John Richards. 
M. Longfield. 

C. J. Hargreave. 
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